112	How to know the Indian Waders.
female with the throat 4white edged with black. Young
birds are like the latter. The bill is bright yellow in the
male, duller in the hen ; the feet are green, the lobes edged
with bright yellow in males, this edging being only
slightly marked in hens ; moreover, the male has brown
eyes and the female yellow ones.
The length is nearly two feet, with the wing ten inches,
and the tail half that length ; the shank is two inches, and
the bill nearly half an inch longer. Hens are distinctly
smaller than cocks.
Although it has a very wide range, from Assam, to Sum-
atra, and may be found anywhere there is water, from the
coast to streams in the hills, this bird is nowhere cooi-
mon, and few specimens have been obtained. It runs and
flies well, although essentially a swimmer ; in the water
only the head and neck appear. It feeds on shellfish and
insects—probably fish as well; and it is itself very good
eating. Nothing more is known about it, and anyone
coming across it should do his best to get a live specimen
and send it to the London Zoological Gardens; failing this,
any bird killed should be preserved entire in spirit, as the
species has never yet been dissected ; it is wasting so rare
a bird to make a skin of it.
the  bustards (Otididw).
Taken as a whole no family of birds can equal the Bus-
tards as game., and it is a great pity they are not more nu-
merous. Most of the species (there are about thirty in all)
are found in Africa, but India is well off for them, having
six, three of which are entirely her own; one, however,
is the most casual of stragglers at present. No Bus-
tards are found in the New World, thought the Canada
goose (Branta canadensis) has been given that name there
in some instances ; but one inhabits Australia.

